DATE:  
April 7, 2006
TO:       
School Principals

FROM: 
Judy Jeffrey, Director, Iowa Department of Education


Mary Wegner, State Librarian, State Library of Iowa

SUBJECT: 
2006 Iowa School Library Media Center Survey

The State Library of Iowa, with the endorsement of the Department of Education and the Area Education Agency media directors, has begun its fifth annual survey of Iowa school libraries.  This survey requests information about use of the library; hours; collections; services; expenditures; staffing and staff activities; technology;  and partnerships with public libraries and AEAs.  In addition to providing school library data that is comparable at the state and national level, we believe these survey results will assist you in decision-making within your own building. 
School libraries staffed by qualified school librarians have a measurable impact on student achievement.  A substantial body of research since 1990 demonstrates the importance of school libraries to test scores and students’ education.  To read more about the impact of school libraries, visit the State Library’s school library web page at http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/ld/school-librarians.
The survey is to be completed electronically via the internet.  It is available at http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/ld/statistics/schools/fy2006-school.  Instructions with your school’s login and password have been mailed directly to your school library.
It is important that information is submitted for each school building in the state.  We very much appreciate your school’s participation in this survey.

Please encourage your school librarian (media specialist) to complete and return the survey no later than June 30, 2006.  If your building does not have a school librarian, please insure that another staff person completes the survey.  If you have questions, please call your AEA media staff for more information.
Thank you again for your assistance in this effort to gather and disseminate current information about Iowa’s school libraries.
