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The Anytown Public Library enriches the people of Anytown--in many ways!
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We like to say that the Anytown Public Library builds dreams and community.  The library can help make your dreams come true--whether it is to go back to school and get that degree, or learn how  to create a beautiful garden, or that your children have an even better life than yours.  At the library you can bring your children or grandchildren to story times to introduce them to the magic of books and reading.  You can get information about all sorts of things to help you pursue whatever your dreams are.  You can find books to read (or listen to) for enjoyment; you can discuss those books with others.  And you can find it all at your library.  The Anytown Public Library is here for the people of Anytown, playing its part in making it a community that cares about its people and the quality of their lives.
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We have big numbers to show you about how people love their library--the number of people who use the library, what's waiting for them in the library, and how many times those resources were checked out of the library or used in the library.
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But the real story is in what that means for you, the people of Anytown.    If you look at those numbers, you can see that people used the library--and saved money while they found information and learned and grew and built their dreams.   When the library buys materials it makes them available to everyone so everyone doesn't have to go out and buy the book--and that just makes good economic sense.    
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I want to talk about reading, especially.  You all know that education is really focusing on reading--the "Every Child Reads" national initiative points to how essential reading is to a child's success in school and in life.  In a study at the University of  Chicago researchers found that when a person reads to a child, "in a matter of seconds, thousands of cells in these children's growing brains respond.  Some brain cells are "turned on", triggered by this experience. Many existing connections among cells are strengthened.  At the same time, new brain cells are formed, adding a bit more definition and complexity to the intricate circuitry that will remain largely in place for the rest of these children's lives."  We can't afford  NOT to give our children every every opportunity to read.  And the library is an essential place for that--it is often at the library that a child gets his or her first exposure to books and reading.

Slide 6
The library doesn't sit back and rest on its laurels once a child learns to read!  We continue to offer books, programs, and help as their reading skills--and needs--grow.   The summer library program, for example, draws hundreds of children of all ages to the  library over the summer--and that, too, is important to their success.  Studies show that children who participate in summer reading programs retain their reading skills.

According to the Los Angeles Public Library's " Books and Beyond," students participating in the Summer Reading Program are more likely to read at their grade level or above than their non-participating peers.
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The Anytown Public Library is also  part of your online community, so you can use our resources any time--from home, school or work.  We subscribe to EBSCOHost on behalf of all of you, so you can get articles from thousands of magazines and newspapers, delivered right to your computer.  On our website are links to hundreds of websites that we have evaluated for the accuracy and quality of their information.
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So, whether it is bringing your child to story time or looking for help with starting a new business or looking for a book to curl up with on a wintry evening, use us!  The library is here for you!
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Visit us, online or in person, and come talk to us!
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